[image: image1.wmf]Spring Grove Residents Association (SGRA)

Submission to Licensing Sub-committee, Kingston Council

concerning the Spring Grove’s application to vary its licence

Spring Grove Pub

25 August 2005


[image: image2.wmf]1.  There is support from within the community for the current

     role of the pub (6/24 letters, comments to committee):

¨

 

“a nice place to drink and eat, the manager and staff are friendly and good

      neighbours”

¨

 

“We enjoy the proximity to the pub… It is a beautiful building, a lively place

     

 that brings vitality to the area….  Truly a ‘local pub’ catering for local

     

 residents, families, students etc,”

¨

 

“an attraction during normal pub hours”

¨

  

“Focal point for the community”

¨

  

“Supportive of community events”


[image: image3.wmf]2.  However over half the letters (14/24) comment on problems

    

 already experienced as a result of living near the pub

Noise:

¨

 

“We already suffer the noise bombardment form the

 overspill

 of the “hangers on” who are too

 

 

   

inebriated to move themselves off home which can, and has, continued for at least one hour

     

after closing time.”

¨

 

“The noise of people leaving can be clearly heard from my house.  Despite double glazing ..”

¨

 

“The types of problems are those over which the landlord has little control.  Customers

    

continue their conversations, debates, 

 

arguments and

 occasionallly

 fights in the streets.

  

  

They gather outside properties such as mine, a few doors away and sit on residents’ walls

 

 

  

finishing off their beers.  They congregate around their vehicles and make excessive noise …”

¨

“Presently the noise from the pub’s beer garden makes it difficult to sleep until sometime 

   

well after 23.00 when customers have finally vacated the premises”

Public Disorder:

¨

 

“Already after closing time beer cans, bottles and glasses are left in the streets; cars are

    scratched and wing mirrors and wiper blades damaged and gardens are used for urinating in.”

 

Live Music

 

¨

“When any music is played in the pub at all it can be heard easily inside my home, and on a 

     summer evening, when windows are open,  it is as if the musicians are in my house”

 

¨

“Our current experience of the occasions when the pub has live music events is that the music is

     so loud that we hear to turn up the TV  to be able to hear it above the music.  We can every word,

     every note of the music as it we were in the same room”


[image: image4.wmf]3.  All the letters, express concern that the proposals will

 cause ‘

spillover’

 effects from the pub to cross the boundary

 from tolerable to intolerable. Objections raised:

¨

 Noise very likely to increase

¨

 Major concerns about sleep deprivation

¨

 Damage/vandalism/petty crime will increase

¨

 Residents will be unable to confront offenders for fear of reprisals

¨

 Not appropriate for the area (family-oriented, young children)

¨

 Local people don’t want music/clubbing venue

¨

 Attract different type of customers from current profile

¨

 Could easily become a favoured student drinking venue

¨

 Extended hours will lead to irresponsible drinking

¨

 Over-stretched police force will be stretched further

¨

 Greater strain on council and health services

¨

 Plenty of choice already for late night drinking in Kingston


[image: image5.wmf]4.  Heartfelt Opposition throughout SGRA area to proposed 

     variation in licence ...

¨

 

 

The current application serves only to seek increased profit for the brewery and licensee

      

along with those who wish to be part of the current and problematic drinking culture.

    

  There is little regard for the impact this may have on adjacent residents and I am

     

 disappointed that the brewery did not see fit to consult us first. [

Bloomfield

 Rd resident]

¨

 

  

In Young’s application for this extension there is a failure to recognise the quality of life of

     

residents living in the area:  it is a residential area with a large number of working families,

     occupied by people that need to get up early for work, get their children to school and want

     some peace and quiet within their own homes and gardens when they are not working.

   

  Most do not want to live with the constant trepidation that evenings, nights and weekends

    could be blighted by unnecessary noise and anti-social behaviour  [

Bloomfield

 Rd resident]

¨

 We really fear the possibility of ending up living next to what will increasingly appear to be 

    like a night club ...rather than a pub. [Denmark Rd resident]

¨

  

Residents of surrounding roads to the pub already pay a considerable price for the

    increasing levels of drunken behaviour originating from the pub.  From lack of sleep

    through to property damage and clean-up costs of drunken behaviour these costs

    should indicate to the Guildhall that residents cannot and should not continue to bear the

    brunt of the encroachment of big businesses into our domestic lives.  [Denmark Rd resident]
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The Spring Grove is a real benefit to the local area as it is at present and has always shown 

    

consideration to its neighbours.  The proposed change would threaten the quality of life

    

of those who live in the immediate area and is totally out of keeping with the pub’s

    

position in the community. [Denmark Rd resident]

¨

  The extensions will be of no net benefit to residents and the council should not place the

     commercial gain of a large brewery before the quality of life and wishes of their residents

     and electorate, furthermore in direct contravention of its own noise management policy.

     [

Bloomfield

 Rd resident]

4.  Heartfelt Opposition (continued)


[image: image7.wmf]We hope that the Council will take note of its own noise 

management policy which states that “in accordance with current

 guidance and legislation the hours of 23.00 to 07.00 are considered

 night time and that protection of sleep disturbance during these

 hours is of paramount importance to the Council.  Noise from

 activities carried on beyond 23.00 should not be audible at the

 nearest residential façade ..”. 

[SGRA letter to Council 20th July 2005]

5.  Noise / Sleep deprivation and Public Disorder are a real

    

 concern to all in the SGRA  ...

Thank you for listening!
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